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PAUKTUUTIT INUIT WOMEN OF CANADA 
HIGHLIGHTS OF EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT (ECD) RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 
1984 Pauktuutit becomes incorporated. ECD 
Workshops are convened at the first Annual 
General Meeting. The lack of and need for strong 
ECD Programs is recognized. 

1984-1988  
• Resolution # 87-07, a call for parenting 

workshops for young single parents, 
• Resolution # 87-23, a call to improve daycare 

services accessibility and 
• Resolution # 87-31, a call to support the Inuit 

women of Cape Dorset in their efforts to 
establish a daycare centre.  

1988 Drafted a formal 
position on child care 
in response to the 
government’s proposed 
Bill C-144, The 
Canada Child Care 
Act. Key Presentation 
to the Standing 
Committee on Bill C-144.  

 

1989 Published Guide To Starting a Day Care 
Centre in English and Inuktitut for communities in 
Labrador, Northern Quebec and NWT. Conducted 
workshops on this topic.  

1992 Established the Child Health Working 
Group - first ever national joint working group to 
determine Inuit priorities for community-based 
programs aimed at improving the health of 
children.  

1993 Initiated Healthy Inuit Babies. Pauktuutit 
partnered with Health Canada to coordinate a 
working group that identified major community 
issues and strategize for improving the health of 
Inuit babies.  

1995 Member of the joint Working Group of the 
Human Resources Development Canada First 
Nations/Inuit Child Care Initiative. 

 

1996 Pauktuutit managed the funding that assisted 
regions to establish child care facilities. 

1998 Coordinated the National Inuit Childcare 
Conference in Kuujjuaq PQ. Traditional child 
rearing practices were gathered, recorded and 
shared, such as the book and tape Tusarannaat  
Partnered with the Canada Prenatal Nutrition 
Program to providing direction and information to 
Health Canada about the management of the Inuit 
Component. 

2002 Pauktuutit worked with ITK when ITK was 
funded to develop a joint 
work plan to contribute to 
a federal government 
Early Childhood 
Development Strategy. 

2003 Funded by INAC to 
provide ongoing input and 
advice to the Federal 

Government concerning Inuit Early Childhood 
Development priorities and needs. 

 

2004 Published Teenage Pregnancy in Inuit 
Communities: Issues and Perspectives 

2005 -2007.  Piaranut – Quality Practices for 
Inuit ECE Programs  
Partnering with Human Resources and Social 
Development Canada, and advised by a National 
Advisory Committee, Pauktuutit is canvassing and 
gathering quality practices from mainstream 
sources, traditional Inuit child rearing, current Inuit 
Day Care, Head Start and Child Care programs.  
Pauktuutit will publish a resource that will include 
examples, tools, and a video.  It will be available to 
all Inuit Communities in Canada.  

1984 – 2006 Pauktuutit has initiated many projects 
that are closely related to young children, including 
Maternal Health, Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder and Midwifery. 
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PAUKTUUTIT INUIT WOMEN OF CANADA 
 

Inuit Children Matter 
Future Directions 

 
 
Pauktuutit recognizes that the work for Inuit Children is not complete. Children have yet to 
receive relevant, practical services in many areas. Many still need much stronger community-
based, proactive programs. 
 
Pauktuutit’s broader national priorities concerning children include: 
 

• Ensure that relevant 
cultural resources are 
created and provided for 
all Inuit child care 
facilities; 

• Address closely related 
issues such as teen 
mothers and parenting,  

• Address the effects of 
poverty on Children; 

• Address the 
responsibility for young 
children that is 
increasingly on the 
shoulders of 
grandparents; 

• Examine alternate child care 
arrangements to empower young mothers 
and those for whom formal day care is 
inappropriate; 

 

 

 

 

 

• Build partnerships around 
holistic healthy living 
strategies; 

• Focus on the needs of 
children during their middle 
childhood years; 

• Collaborate closely with 
federal departments on Inuit 
childhood issues, initiatives, 
programs and policy 
development; 

• Enhance and implement the 
goals and objectives of the 
Inuit Early Child 
Development Working 
Group Strategy; 

• Develop and disseminate resources for 
families, communities, parents and day 
care staff, including ways to strengthen 
child care programs to assist children 
with special needs such as FASD. 


